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Writers Write
Stunning concept, huh?
I like to say that I “got serious” about writing in 2002. Ten years ago. I’ve read
every craft book imaginable. I’ve gone to conferences. I’ve gobbled up words of
wisdom from writers, agents, and publishers; done my best to keep my finger on
the pulse of publishing amidst dizzying changes.
But in nine of those ten years, do you know what I had to show for it? ONE novel
length manuscript. And bits & pieces of others.
I didn’t produce. Fear consumed me. Perfectionism paralyzed me. I suffered
burnout so many times I lost count.
Enter 2012. I have written every day this year thus far, setting a weekly goal
broken down into daily increments. Yesterday, I celebrated a huge milestone in
completing the first draft of only my second manuscript—a manuscript begun 15
months ago in January, 2011.
The keys to consistent writing:
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Setting weekly, daily or other goals



Rewarding yourself for goals achieved.



Fuel the creative fire—don’t give burnout a chance to take hold.



Live a balanced life.

And in my case, it didn’t hurt to have an extreme amount of frustration with myself
for “long time, no produce” to vault myself into action. ACFW’s NovelTrack is great
for motivating you to set and meet writing goals.
As CWOW enters a new year with new challenges and opportunities, I pray that
each of us will be obedient to God’s calling on our lives in writing and all other
areas, and that we will see the tangible fruits of our work.

Brenda

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:
HTTP://WWW.CHRISTIANWRITERSOFTHEWEST.WEEBLY.COM

Christian Writers of the West
MARCH, 2012

Letter From The President
Sometime its hard to see the little things when your looking at the big
picture. Little things like spelling spellcheck and missed commas can
really make you’re manuscript. Common errors that come from typing
two fast can really make you miss the really important parts of the
paragraph your really trying to say. Really.
Okay, I’m sure you are counting the errors in that paragraph. It was
something I was thinking about this morning, how easy it is to spell
check to disaster.
I was also thinking about my problem of going too fast. That’s my
flaw, and you need to know this up front. Your chapter president has
impulse control issues.
I could tell you about all the committees I joined, all the groups that I
led, all the cookies, candy bars, beef jerky, candles that I sold…”for the
children”. Well, the kids are grown now, so the most I do is shell out to
the assorted kiddies standing in front of Fry’s shilling whatever product
their organization supports that week.
Now my attention is on you. On us. I mean, CWOW. And is my brain
spinning!
Here are some of my thoughts and ideas for your consideration:
Our group is growing stronger every day. We have had amazing
people lead us to where we are, and I see the Lord working through
many of you, and it’s a wonderful thing to be a part of. I want to take
things to the next level, so each member can learn and expand their
writing skills to whatever level they choose.
I would like to take our critique group to on-line only. Instead of
meeting every other month, the members could submit pages to be
critiqued as they have them ready. There would be guidelines set for
this, and it would be on the honor system- if you put in something to be
critiqued, you have to critique another member. I think we could
expect a much higher level of participation by going this route.

“…if we feed our bodies but
starve our souls--our lives will
be incomplete and unfulfilled,
and we will find ourselves
weak and unprepared for life's
inevitable challenges."
- Billy Graham from his book
Nearing Home

Lessons From Ahab
or Why your bad guy might
not think he’s doing anything
wrong…
16 So Obadiah went to tell
Ahab that Elijah had come,
and Ahab went out to meet
Elijah. 17 When Ahab saw
him, he exclaimed, “So, is it
really you, you troublemaker
of Israel?” 1 Kings 18:16-17
(NLT) (emphasis added)

(continued page 3)

"Writing a novel is like driving a car at night. You can see only as far as your headlights, but you can make
the whole trip that way."
E.L. Doctorow
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Letter From The President
Coming Events

• Next Meeting: Saturday, 4/28/12
• Fiction Intensive Workshop with
Susan Meissner, Saturday, 5/19/12.
• Meeting: Saturday, 6/30/12
• Meeting Saturday, 7/28/12

Meetings are held at:
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
1337 W. 11th St, Tempe
(Southeast corner of 11th & Priest)

(continued)
That means that I would like our meeting to happen
monthly. AND…in another setting. It’s great fun to
meet at the restaurant, but not conducive to actually
speaking to anybody. I have been checking out
some area churches to see if they have a meeting
room we could use, and have a few places that might
be willing to host us.
If you were at the January meeting with Colleen
Coble, you know what I am talking about. We could
see each other, we could hear each other.
And I would like to bring in non-writers to speak now
and then. What really happens at a medical
examiners office? How does a nurse spend her day
in the ER? The operating room? What is it like to
climb to the top of a mountain? Hike the Grand
Canyon? There are a million stories out there, and I
want us to find the tales that God wants us to tell.
And I would like to see your ideas, too. What do you
want from our group? Do you have any particular
things that you’d like addressed at a meeting? Want
to work on more plotting? Pacing? Focus on what’s
happening in the market?
God gave me this urge to write, and I believe that you
have it, too. It is a wonderful thing to be around likeminded people, and together I believe that we can
support each other better than our non-writing friends
can, at least in this corner of our lives.
I pray that God will guide us all in our endeavors, and
that we seek His will and walk in His ways forever.
Betty

"I have learned over the years that when one's mind is made up, this diminishes fear."
-- Rosa Parks
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Book Review:
Susan Meissner’s The Shape of Mercy
By Dana McNeely
The Shape of Mercy by Susan Meissner is a book I
immediately reread and will read again. Lauren, a young
woman from a wealthy family, seeks her own way in the
world, taking a job as a literary assistant. Abigail, the last
living member of her family, wants someone with whom to
share a secret diary penned by a young woman from
colonial times, caught up in the Salem witch hunts. As
Lauren transcribes and edits the diary to more modern
language, she becomes immersed in Mercy’s poignant
tale. Each woman hides a secret, secrets which are
revealed by dreams, the written word, and surprising
friendships.
The Shape of Mercy is at once a love story that builds a
lump in your throat, and an intimate portrayal of how we
shape our understanding about others and ourselves.
Mercy weaves themes of mistaken judgments, regret,
courage, and forgiveness to a joyful beginning.
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